The Summer Campaign against Russia, 1915
tion to the north of Grodno, combined with the taking of Kovno, would have reached this point much more quickly and easily, and have been far more effective if it had been carried out in full strength, even as late as the first fortnight in August.
For a time it looked as though G.H.Q. wished to suspend the advance in the East. They transferred large portions of Field-Marshal von Mackensen's army, and later of the 12th and 8th Armies too, to the West and south Hungary. But they allowed the operations which had been begun after the taking of Kovno and our advance in Lithuania and Courland to take their course.
VIII
The storming of Kovno was a very bold stroke. In order to accomplish it troops had to be withdrawn from the centre and right wing of the loth Army, which already held a very long front. Only thus were we able to concentrate a comparatively strong force for the attack west of Kovno. The Commander-in-Chief in the 'East and General von Eichhorn made themselves responsible foi this strain on the rest of their front. The General had often complained to me that the loth Army had remained inactive so long, and he now set about his new task with zest. He and his Chief of Staff, Colonel Hell, were men of great self-confidence and daring. General von Eichhorn was an officer of brilliant intellectual qualities, and had trained his troops in an exemplary manner.
The reinforced 40th A.C., under General Litzmann, was to carry out the attack.
The General was extremely impetuous and his influence on the men was very great. / He had laid the foundations of his military fame hi the course of the break through at Brsheshiny on November 22nd to 25th, 1914. He once wrote against the Guards Officers' Corps, but he recognized on this occasion what a power this Officers' Corps stood for. I myself am proud of having been an infantryman of the line, and in the 8th Regiment of the Leib-Grenadiers I learned to know a unit whose
159